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What we are creating

A key element in emergent and participatory research is to pay particular attention to what we are creating. Within this orientation, we acknowledge that through our social practices we are constructing reality and the world. This type of research would then be an inquiry into relational processes, what we are creating through our social worlds, and what we create through our inquiry.
Sheila McNamee and Dian Hosking remind us “all research intervenes in the lives of those who participate as well as in the lives of the researchers themselves. This means that professionals who work in fields focused on social change, such as health and human services, organizational development, education, and community development, are just as much researchers as they are change agents. Similarly, researchers are change agents; they are not simply scientists making discoveries about the world; they change the world as they examine it.”

If we approach emergent research from a place of not-knowing, we open a space for creative co-construction where what we create is an attentive ongoing relational process in the making, through our conversations with each other. When we are creating something, we must attend to how we are creating it and how we are responsive to each other and the experience of research. It is useful to first focus on building our skills in the creative process. 

The metaphor of jazz improvisation has often been used in describing a method of creativity that helps propel social action. Michael White proposed the craft of musicianship as foundational to improvisation, that everyone must first learn how to play and only then can they improvise. This has major implications to individual, organizational, and community research initiatives. First, we must learn together and develop our craft, in order to improvise and create something new. In this context, research often goes beyond listening to voices, to providing the opportunity to build relationships that are meaningful to those engaged in a dialogue for building better worlds and positive futures together.
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